
 

Focus:  To improve you must use more precise quotations and embed them in your response.  

THERAPY: In your answers, you must use lots of short, precise quotations which are 

embedded in to your answer. Read the following extract, and complete the table below, 

focusing on choosing the most precise evidence you require. You need to aim for 10 

quotations for questions with a smaller amount of marks, and 20 quotations for the longer 

mark questions.  

 

 
A year ago, he was a sleepy ball of scrunched-up flesh, but is now determinedly his own person. I can see 

everyone in him – me, my wife, my parents – yet he’s already separate from all of us. He’s giddy and silly. He’s 

a show-off, albeit one who’s irrationally terrified of my dad. He loves running up to people and waiting for 

them to twang his lips like a ruler on a table. When he gets tired and barks gibberish in the middle of the 

room, he throws his entire body into it, like he’s trying to shove the noise up a hill.  

With every tiny development – every new step he takes, every new tooth and sound and reaction that comes 

along to ambush us – we’re confronted with a slightly different child.  

Photos of him taken in the summer seem like dispatches from a million years ago. Photos of him taken last 

week seem like a different boy. He’s blasting ahead as far as he can. He’s leaving milestone after milestone in 

his wake and tiny parts of me along with them.  

 

Find a quotation to show… Evidence 

In the first year the writer’s son has 

changed. 

 

The son is an excitable child.   

The son likes to be centre of attention.   

As the son changes, his personality 

changes. 
 

The dad is surprised by the changes 

and he can’t stop them 
 

The son is becoming more 

independent. 
 

The dad is sad that his son is growing 

up. 
 

Negative, almost onomatopoeic, words 

suggest that the dad can’t stop his son 

growing up.  

 

Repetition shows how quickly the son is 

growing up. 
 

 

Challenge: Consider what you can infer from each piece of evidence.  

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE REVISION 



___________________________________________________________________________ 

TEST: 

 

Question: How does the writer use language to describe his son? [12 marks] 

 

1) Answer the question using the evidence you have already found. 

2) Embed your quotations within your own sentences, allowing your answer to be 

concise and analytical without writing copious amounts of text from the source.  

 

Challenge: Have you made sure you have shown analysis in relation to the precise 

quotations you have embedded in your answer? 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

SELF REVIEW: Review your answer for Paper 2 Question 3 – how many quotations did you 

use? Was it enough? Were they precise? 


