
  

Focus:  To improve you must make a clear, relevant response to the focus of 

the task. 

THERAPY: 

 

Under English Language, Reading and Writing Skills watch the pod called 

Comparing Texts. Make notes on the key ideas. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

TEST: 

 

Read the ending of the texts below about children growing up- they are the 

ones you sat in your Paper 2 at the start of Year 11.  Text 1 is written by a dad 

about his son who is 1 year old written in 2016.  Text 2 is a Victorian text written 

by a mother who has a grown up son. 

 

Make comparisons between the two endings. 

 

Then, answer the question that follows. 

 

TEXT 1: 

But I’ve had a year of this and it’s ok. He’s never going to stop changing, 

and I don’t want him to. This sadness, this constant sense of loss, of time 

slipping just beyond your grasp, is an important part of this process. He 

won’t realise this, of course. He’s got years of unbroken progress ahead of 

him, where everything will always be new and he’ll keep obliviously 

brushing away all of the silly old fools who tell him how much he’s grown. 

One day it’ll creep up on him. Years of his life will pass in a moment and he 

won’t be able to understand where they’ve gone. 

But it’s ok. You can’t hoard time. You just have to make the most of what 

you have. 

 

TEXT 2: 

And I see it all as plain as if it were written in a book. My little boy is lost, and 

my big boy will soon be. I wish he were still a little boy in a long white night 

gown, lying in his crib, with me sitting by, holding his hand in mine, pushing 
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the curls back from his forehead, watching his eyelids droop, and listening 

to his deep breathing. If I only had my little boy again, how patient I 

would be! How much I would bear, and how little I would fret and scold! I 

can never have him back again; but there are still many mothers who 

haven’t yet lost their little boys. I wonder if they know they are living their 

very best days; that now is the time to really enjoy their children! 

I think if I had been more to my little boy I might now be more to my grown 

up one. 

 

4. For this question, you need to refer to the whole of Source A, together 

with the whole of Source B. 

Compare how the writers convey their different perspectives and feelings 

about their children growing up. 

In your answer, you could: 

• compare their different perspectives and feelings 

• compare the methods the writers use to convey their different perspectives 

and feelings 

• support your response with references to both texts.  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

SELF REVIEW: Highlight the comparisons in your answer that link to the 

question. Are they precise and focused on the text? 


