
  

Focus:  To improve you must use creative and varied sentence structures for 

effect. 

THERAPY: 

TASK: Write an example for each of the sentence structures below: 

 Simple (one clause; one main verb) 

 Compound (two main clauses joined by a conjunction (and, but or or) 

 Complex (contains one or more subordinate clauses) 

 Compound-complex (contains two main clauses and at least one 

subordinate clause) 

 Minor (can be understood as a unit of meaning but might be missing a 

main verb)  

 

Challenge:  In the following extract, from the newspaper article Suck it up: 

Why pubs, clubs and restaurants must bin the straw - Michael Gove 

(Environmental Secretary, 15/01/18).  Identify the different sentence structures 

used and explain their effect.  

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE REVISION 

For most of us they’re just a convenience; for wildlife they are killers. The plastic 

straws we use and throw away so carelessly are lethal. They embed themselves in 

the noses of sea turtles, block the throats of dolphins and choke fish. All this so that 

humans can empty their glasses more quickly. 

Unbelievably, and unforgivably, it is estimated that around the world more than 

500 million plastic straws a day are used and thrown away: they are consistently in 

the top 10 list of debris picked up at Ocean Conservancy coastal clean-ups — 

half a billion plastic straws — even though paper- or plant-based biodegradable 

alternatives are readily available. 

More than 150 million tonnes of plastic are swirling around the oceans, according 

to a 2016 report by the World Economic Forum. Approximately one million 

seabirds and 100,000 marine mammals each year are killed by ingesting it or 

becoming entangled in it. 

But now the tide is turning. There is a growing call to stamp out the use of plastic 

straws unless for good medical reasons — a cause now taken up by the Evening 

Standard with its admirable The Last Straw campaign.  

 



TEST: 

 

“Everyone needs to help the environment as it is our responsibility to protect it 

for younger generations.”   

 

Write the opening of a speech where you present your viewpoint. Use a 

variety of sentence structures to convey your viewpoint.  

 

Challenge: Experiment with sentence structure further varying your sentence 

starters for effect. Choose from the following: 

 

 Three adverbs  Slowly, carefully, cautiously, she pushed the door open. 

 Last word, first word It was close. Close enough to sense her. 

 The more, the more The more she listened, the more her hands trembled.  

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

SELF REVIEW: 

Highlight all of the different sentence structures you have used in different 

colours. Check you have used the full range from the list in the therapy 

section and annotate some examples with the effect you wanted to create.  


