
  

Focus:  To improve you must use the full range of punctuation in your writing.  This must be 

accurate. 

THERAPY: 

TASK: Match the punctuation mark to the correct explanation of why you might use it. 

Full stop  In pairs, to separate extra information not essential to an 

understanding of the rest of the sentence (sometimes more informally 

used than brackets). 

Exclamation 

mark 

Used to end a sentence asking a question (an interrogative sentence) 

Question 

Mark 

Used show an unfinished thought.  Also used to show words have been 

taken out of a quotation from a piece of writing. 

Comma Used to show possession (when something belongs to something else) 

or omission (when a letter or letters have been taken away) 

Apostrophe Used in between two clauses closely linked in meaning and could be 

sentences on their own. Also used to separate items in complicated 

lists. 

Speech 

marks 

Used to show speech when people are talking aloud or to themselves. 

Brackets Used in lists, before certain conjunctions, to show an introductory 

clause has been used and to add a clause which includes extra 

information  

Semi-colon Used to add extra information to a sentence. 

Colon Used to introduce an idea or explanation and to introduce 

complicated lists. 

Dash Used to end a sentence showing strong emotion e.g. shock, anger, 

excitement  

Ellipsis Used to end a sentence expressing a statement or a command  

 

Challenge: Find examples in the book you are reading for each of these. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TEST: 

Read the following article about a reporter’s experience of Glastonbury.  Annotate how 

she uses a range of punctuation to emphasis her viewpoint. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE REVISION 



Source A - 21st Century non-fiction 

Elizabeth Day has been sent to report on the 2005 Glastonbury Festival 1 for a Sunday 

newspaper. 

 

Are we having fun yet? 

Anton is standing knee-deep in tea-coloured water. He is covered in a slippery layer of 

dark brown mud, like a gleaming otter emerging from a river-bed. The occasional 

empty bottle of Somerset cider wafts past his legs, carried away by the current. "I 

mean," he says, with a broad smile and a strange, staring look in his dilated eyes, "where 

else but Glastonbury would you find all this?" 

He sweeps his arm in a grandiose arc, encompassing a scene of near total devastation. 

In one field, a series of tents has lost its moorings in a recent thunderstorm and is floating 

down the hillside. The tents are being chased by a group of shivering, half-naked 

people who look like the survivors of a terrible natural disaster. 

When I was told that The Sunday Telegraph was sending me to experience Glastonbury 

for the first time, my initial reaction was one of undiluted horror. Still, I thought, at least 

the weather was good. England was in the grip of a heat wave. 

But then the rains came: six hours of uninterrupted thunderstorm in the early hours of 

Friday morning. When I arrived later that day, there was a polite drizzle. By yesterday, 

the rain had given way to an overcast sky, the colour of exhaled cigarette smoke. The 

mud, however, remained, and the only way to get around the 900-acre site was - like 

Anton - to resign oneself to getting very dirty indeed. 

Everything else might have been damp, but the crowd remained impressively good-

humoured throughout. "It's a very safe, family-friendly atmosphere," says Ed Thaw, a 

music student from London. “This is my sixth time at Glastonbury and I've never had any 

trouble." Indeed, on my train to Castle Cary, the carriages are crammed with well-

spoken degree students sipping Pimms2 and making polite chit-chat. 

The acts for 2005 included Coldplay, Elvis Costello and the American rock band The 

Killers, who brought a touch of salubriousness to the proceedings by performing in 

tuxedo3 jackets and glitter. 

But Glastonbury has still managed to preserve a healthy degree of wackiness. In the 

Lost Vagueness area, a 1950s-style diner comes complete with fancy-dress rock 'n' roll 

dancers and a constant stream of Elvis songs. The Chapel of Love and Loathing has a 

disc jockey booth disguised as a church organ. Apparently, couples can get married 

here. Outside, a man wearing a huge pink Afro-wig4 is twirling round and round in bare 

feet. "What happened to your shoes?" I ask. 

"They got washed away with my tent," he says, cheerily. 

Bizarrely, everyone seems to be having a brilliant time and there are broad grins 

wherever I look. In fact, it's almost nice, this Glastonbury thing.  

 

Glossary 
1 

Glastonbury Festival – a famous pop-music festival held in the summer in Somerset 

2 

Pimms – a pink alcoholic drink, often drunk with ice in the summer 

3 

tuxedo – a black or white, formal jacket, usually worn in the evening 

4 

afro-wig – a curly wig with a rounded shape 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



SELF REVIEW: 

Check your answers to the THERAPY task: 

Full stop Used to end a sentence expressing a statement or a command 

Exclamation 

mark 

Used to end a sentence showing strong emotion e.g. shock, anger, excitement 

Question 

Mark 

Used to end a sentence asking a question (an interrogative sentence) 

Comma Used in lists, before certain conjunctions, to show an introductory clause has 

been used and to add a clause which includes extra information 

Apostrophe Used to show possession (when something belongs to something else) or 

omission (when a letter or letters have been taken away) 

Speech 

marks 

Used to show speech when people are talking aloud or to themselves. 

Brackets Used to add extra information to a sentence. 

Semi-colon Used in between two clauses closely linked in meaning and could be 

sentences on their own. Also used to separate items in complicated lists. 

Colon Used to introduce an idea or explanation and to introduce complicated lists. 

Dash In pairs, to separate extra information not essential to an understanding of the 

rest of the sentence (sometimes more informally used than brackets).  

Ellipsis Used show an unfinished thought.  Also used to show words have been taken 

out of a quotation from a piece of writing. 

 

 


