
 

Focus:  To improve you must analyse how writers use language to achieve effects and 

influence readers. 

THERAPY: In both Papers 1 and 2, you are asked to explore the specific effects of the 

language choices of the writer. This means you are being asked to examine ‘under a 

microscope’ the writer’s craft and therefore, what the writer is implicitly telling the reader.  

 

TEST: Read the following extract, and complete the table afterwards, focusing on the 

connotations and implied meanings of the writer’s craft.  

 

Now read this extract from an article by Charlie Brooker describing spiders.  Think about how 

he uses vocabulary to present the spiders: 

What's the point of spiders anyway? They're just mobile nightmare units put on the 

Earth to eat flies and frighten people by scuttling out from under the TV stand and 

lolloping crazily toward you. Non-arachnophobes just don't get it. Fear of spiders 

isn't a choice, but a residual evolutionary trait that some people have and some 

don't, just as some people can fold their tongues and others can't. When I see a 

spider, I'm across the room before I know what's happened, like an animal running 

from an explosion. It's not learned behaviour, you patronising fools. It's automatic 

code, hardwired into the brain. Some brains. My brain. 

 

SHORT phrase or key 

word from text. 

(Underline the ‘zoom’ 

word if there is one).  

Connotations (ideas 

we connect with this 

word or phrase) 

Explanation of the impression(s) created 

of spiders 

“mobile nightmare 

units” 
Mobile- on the move 

Nightmare- 

frightening, really 

scared of it, opposite 

of dreams 

Units- more that one, 

tactical like the army 

This creates the impression that Brooker 

is really scared of spiders as he calls them 

a “nightmare”- he is really terrified of 

them.  He appears to be scared of them 

because there are so many of them moving 

and they are like the army on a mission- it 

is like they are working together on a 

mission to scare him. 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TEST: 

Question: How does the writer use language to describe spiders?  

Spend 15 minutes answering this question. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

SELF REVIEW: Highlight in your analysis your language choices. Then, number the different 

analyses you offer for each piece of evidence linked to each language feature. Aim for 

three analyses per feature.  


