
  

Focus:  To improve you must give a perceptive and detailed response, including an 

evaluation of writer’s methods. 

THERAPY: 

Task:  

Read the following extract from Jane Eyre and highlight any key words or short phrases 

that give you a particular impression or idea about Jane. 

 

Focus question: What impression does the writer create of Jane in this extract? 

 

Connotations 

Remember, don’t just focus on the literal meanings – think about the connotations. These 

are ideas that are often connected with words – positive and negative impressions / 

themes we associate with them etc. This is important when you are highlighting and 

annotating! 

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE REVISION 

I resisted all the way:  a new thing for me, and a circumstance which greatly strengthened the bad opinion Bessie 

and Miss Abbot were disposed to entertain of me.  The fact is, I was a trifle beside myself; or rather OUT of 

myself, as the French would say:  I was conscious that a moment's mutiny had already rendered me liable to 

strange penalties, and, like any other rebel slave, I felt resolved, in my desperation, to go all lengths. 

"Hold her arms, Miss Abbot:  she's like a mad cat." 

"For shame! for shame!" cried the lady's-maid.  "What shocking conduct, Miss Eyre, to strike a young gentleman, 

your benefactress's son!  Your young master." 

"Master!  How is he my master?  Am I a servant?" 

"No; you are less than a servant, for you do nothing for your keep. There, sit down, and think over your 

wickedness." 

They had got me by this time into the apartment indicated by Mrs. Reed, and had thrust me upon a stool:  my 

impulse was to rise from it like a spring; their two pair of hands arrested me instantly. 

"If you don't sit still, you must be tied down," said Bessie.  "Miss Abbot, lend me your garters; she would break 

mine directly." 

Miss Abbot turned to divest a stout leg of the necessary ligature. This preparation for bonds, and the additional 

ignominy it inferred, took a little of the excitement out of me. 

"Don't take them off," I cried; "I will not stir." 

In guarantee whereof, I attached myself to my seat by my hands. 

"Mind you don't," said Bessie; and when she had ascertained that I was really subsiding, she loosened her hold of 

me; then she and Miss Abbot stood with folded arms, looking darkly and doubtfully on my face, as incredulous of 

my sanity. 



Challenge: 

How do I make my response more perceptive? 

To get the 9, remember to use SILO to develop your perceptive responses.  

 

Be SENSITIVE .  

Try to empathise with the character. How is she feeling? Why might she be feeling this 

way? How does the writer want us to feel about her? 

Example: 

The writer gives the impression that Jane is fighting against something she perceives to be 

unjust.  Her “desperation” suggests her decision to act like this has not been taken lightly. 

Rather, she “resolve[s]” which implies a strength of mind. 

 

Be INSIGHTFUL. 

Use your own life-experience to help you connect with the text. Try to unpick subtle ideas 

created through the writer’s choice of language.  

Example:  

We realise that Jane has been in a similar situation before. The text mentions a “new” way 

of responding to this turn of events, differing from previous ways of responding to being 

carried off. 

 

Look for LAYERS of meaning.  

There is nothing wrong with commenting on different possible inferences – in fact, this is a 

great idea! 

Example: When Jane questions “How is he my master?”, the writer is suggesting that she 

does not feel subservient to the person in question. In addition, she seems indignant that 

he has been referred to as her “master” and might imply her dislike for him more broadly.  

Furthermore, she challenges authority, appearing strong and rebellious. 

 

Be OBSERVANT. 

Try to comment on the tiny details that other students may miss, yet create a particular 

impression or imply meaning.  

Example: One of the women comments upon Jane’s “wickedness” which suggests a 

religious failing and immorality. Her lack of response to this implies that Jane herself does 

not place any importance on this allusion and perhaps their hypocrisy is alluded to. 

 

Use the following word bank to help you demonstrative a perceptive and detailed 

response: 

 

SENSITIVE 

 

This encourages the reader to feel... 

We sympathise / warm to / understand / identify with... 

INSIGHTFUL 

 

This... implies / indicates / suggests / hints... 

The reader may infer / deduce / surmise / conclude / suppose  

LAYERS of meaning 

 

While this may imply that... it could also suggest... 

I can infer that... yet others may feel...  

Alternatively... 

OBSERVANT  

 

Another subtle detail is... 

I notice that the writer... which suggests… 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 



TEST: 

Question: What impression does the writer give of the setting, in this extract? 

1) Annotate the text focusing on the detailed and perceptive connotations of the 

writer’s methods. 

2) Answer the question above using the word bank to help you. 

Challenge: Focus on evaluating the more sophisticated methods used by the writer. For 

example, metaphor, juxtaposition, symbolism.  

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

SELF REVIEW: 

Highlight in different colours: 

 Phrases linked to perception 

 Detailed analysis and exploration 

 Focus on evaluation of writer’s methods 

There was once, in the country  of Alifbay, a sad city, the saddest of cities, a city so ruinously sad that it had 

forgotten its name. It stood by a mournful sea full of glumfish, which were so miserable to eat that they 

made people belch with sadness even though the skies were blue. 

In the north of the sad city stood mighty factories in which (so I’m told) sadness was actually manufactured, 

packaged and sent all over the world, which never seemed to get enough of it. Black smoke poured out of 

the chimneys of the sadness factories and hung over the city like bad news. 

And in the depths of the city, beyond an old zone of ruined buildings that looked like broken hearts, there 

lived a happy young fellow by the name of Haroun, the only child of the storyteller Rashid Khalifa, whose 

cheerfulness was famous throughout that unhappy metropolis, and whose never-ending stream of tall, 

short and winding tales had earned him not one but two nicknames.  To his admirers he was Rashid the 

Ocean of Notions, as stuffed with cheery stories as the sea was full of glumfish; but to his jealous rivals he 

was the Shah of Blah. To his wife, Soraya, Rashid was for many years as loving a husband as anyone could 

wish for, and during these years Haroun grew up in a home in which, instead of misery and frowns, he had 

his father’s ready laughter and his mother’s sweet voice raised in song. 


