
  

FOCUS: Use a full range of sentence forms and punctuation for effect. 

THERAPY:  

In the exam, you will be tested on your writing skills.  As part of AO6 (technical accuracy) 

you need to demonstrate that you can use a full range of appropriate sentence forms for 

effect.  These need to be accurately punctuated, using the full range of punctuation to 

support your meaning and to create effects.   

In the exam too many students use the same opening word for many of their sentences -

this is usually I or the.  They also use too many short sentences or long sentences. This 

means that you are not crafting your writing which will get you the highest marks. 

TASK: 

Read the following extract, what do you think of the sentences that the student has used? 

What might you pick out as ‘Highlights’, focusing on their sentence structure and 

punctuation?  

How can they improve their writing? 

TASK:  

Now read the improved version, how has the student improved it? 

 

Challenge: Find an extract from a novel and consider how varying sentence structures 

and punctuation have been used for effect. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE REVISION 

Plodding through the snow, my feet were numb and sodden. Looking back, I could 

barely see the village I had left behind. Looking forward, the looming white hill looked 

down upon me. I trudged on, trying not to think about the falling snow as it covered the 

footprints behind me. I had a long walk ahead of me and soon all of my footprints 

would be forgotten. 

 

Plodding through the snow, my feet were numb and sodden. Looking back, the village 

was barely visible. A snatched glance forward revealed one thing only: the white 

looking hill. It stood unmoving. I trudged on. My slow, methodical strides were a 

distraction; they diverted my thoughts from those of the falling snow as it covered the 

footprints behind me. I had a long walk ahead of me. Soon, all of my footprints would 

be forgotten. 

 



TEST: 

Read the opening of a short story inspired by the picture below. Rewrite it to improve 

sentence structures and punctuation. Complete the short story, maintaining a variety of 

sentence structures and using the full range of punctuation. 

 

 

Challenge: Rewrite the story, experimenting with different sentence structures and 

punctuation. Which ones are more effective? Why? 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

SELF REVIEW:  

Highlight the best examples of varied sentence structures in your writing. Annotate them 

with the effects they create. 

Highlight examples of varied punctuation used accurately.  

The fiery orange hues of the trees stretching out in front of her warned her to return. The 

lengthening shadows cautioned her, a reminder of the imminent darkness. The last rays 

of the sun desperately whispered to her, alerting her to the dangers ahead. Despite 

these exhortations, she continued. 

 


