
  

Focus:  To improve you must use sophisticated subject terminology to support your views. 

THERAPY: 

First of all, you must be accurate in your use of subject terminology. You must also focus 

on the more sophisticated aspects of the writer’s craft. 

 

The more sophisticated language devices include: metaphor, personification, 

juxtaposition, sibilance.  

 

The more sophisticated structural devices include: detailed exploration of the opening; 

analysis of change in mood, tone, focus; exploration of any metaphorical meaning of the 

structure, and juxtaposition (contrast). 

 

Challenge: 

Read the following extract, identifying accurately using subject terminology and exploring 

the effect of any of the specific devices above.  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TEST: 

Question: How does the writer use language and structure to interest the reader? 

1) Identify the language and structural features used by the writer. 

2) Explain the effects of each one. 

Challenge:  Can you offer alternative ideas for your analysis?  

ENGLISH LANGUAGE REVISION 

Outside the window the sea ebbed, scraping the shingle, exposing a boot, a piece of rusty iron, and the 

old man [a beachcomber] stopped, searching between the stones. The sun dropped behind the Hove 

houses and dusk came, the shadow of Mr. Corkery lengthened, coming slowly up from the Belvedere 

carrying the suitcases, saving on taxis. A gull swooped screaming down to a dead crab beaten and 

broken against the iron foundation of the pier. It was the time of near-darkness and of the evening 

mist from the Channel and of love. 

We camped that night on a grassy slope, sleeping under the open stars. And what a lot of them 

there were. The sun had been brutal during the day, so hot that I felt always half-afraid my 

cartridges would go off when I slipped them into the blistering shotgun.  As the sun slid down now 

it shot the fire of its orange flame against the clouds. The clouds threw it back against the earth. 

The result was bewildering. It was as if the world around us had suddenly turned to gold. The 

green leaves nevertheless had become a peculiarly resonant green. The Italian blue of the sky had 

taken on a green tinge, across which now slowly floated islands of pale flamingo clouds. Towards 

the direct set of the sun the trunks of the forest above us were an ebony fretwork against flaming 

orange. In these few minutes a hyena brayed and laughed ironically. Then it was night. 



 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

SELF REVIEW:  

Highlight all of the subject terminology you have used in the TEST.  Check that you have 

used sophisticated terms. 


