
  

Focus:  To improve you must ensure your responses are detailed and developed. 

THERAPY: 

To achieve higher marks in the Paper 1 exam, your answers must be detailed and 

developed. Two crucial things to remember are: 

1. Remember to analyse quotations in detail. 

2. Remember to write a detailed response, especially for question 4, which is worth 20 

marks. 

 

Task:  

Read the extract from ‘A Life of Pi’ and fill in the table to develop your thoughts about key 

quotations. 

 

Key Quotation Technique Explicit Meaning Implied Meaning Alternative 

Implied Meaning 

“a sound like a 

monstrous 

metallic burp” 

simile 

sensory 

imagery 

The sound of the 

ship sinking was 

deafening and 

harsh. 

The sound was 

terrifying and 

intimidating. 

The sea is almost 

satisfied and 

pleased with itself 

after consuming 

the ship, like a 

great beast 

“then 

vanished” 

 

    

“everything was 

screaming” 

 

    

“Richard 

Parker? Richard 

Parker?” 

    

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE REVISION 

The ship sank. It made a sound like a monstrous metallic burp. Things bubbled at the surface and then vanished. 

Everything was screaming: the sea, the wind, my heart. From the lifeboat I saw something in the water. 

I cried, "Richard Parker, is that you? It's so hard to see. Oh, that this rain would stop! Richard Parker? Richard 

Parker? Yes, it is you!" 

I could see his head. He was struggling to stay at the surface of the water. 

"Jesus, Mary, Muhammad and Vishnu, how good to see you, Richard Parker! Don't give up, please. Come to the 

lifeboat. Do you hear this whistle? TREEEEEE! TREEEEEE! TREEEEEE! You heard right. Swim, swim! You're a strong 

swimmer. It's not a hundred feet." 

He had seen me. He looked panic-stricken. He started swimming my way. The water about him was shifting 

wildly. He looked small and helpless. 



Challenge: :Find your own extract from a novel. Pick five key quotations and analyse 

them as you have done in the table above.   

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TEST: 

Task:   

Look at the following question and the student’s answer.  They have not written in enough 

detail.  Give them some advice, telling them what else they could have added. 

 

After reading this extract, a student said: “The main character, Pi, is clearly distressed and 

frightened for the tiger, Richard Parker. He is desperately trying to save the tiger.” To what 

extent do you agree? [20] 

 

Answer:   
The writer’s choice of the adjective “screaming” to describe Pi’s heart does indeed suggest 

he is distressed. The sound suggests he is crying out in fear. 

In addition, he pleads with the tiger. The writer uses dialogue to communicate his desperate 

appeal: “Swim! Swim! You’re a strong swimmer.” The exclamation marks highlight his worry. 
 

Challenge: Rewrite their answer in full, including developed analysis of writer’s methods 

and alternative interpretations. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

SELF REVIEW: 

Check your answers to the THERAPY section against the ones in the table below: 

Key Quotation Technique Explicit Meaning Implied Meaning Alternative 

Implied Meaning 

“a sound like a 

monstrous 

metallic burp” 

simile 

sensory 

imagery 

The sound of the 

ship sinking was 

deafening and 

harsh. 

The sound was 

terrifying and 

intimidating. 

The sea is almost 

satisfied and 

pleased with itself 

after consuming 

the ship, like a 

great beast 

“then 

vanished” 

 

verb The ship goes out 

of sight. 

The last part of the 

sinking happens 

suddenly. 

It almost has a 

magical quality, as 

if someone is 

controlling it or it is 

an illusion. 

“everything 

was 

screaming” 

 

sensory 

imagery 

metaphor 

The noise of the 

ship and the 

weather 

deafening. 

The atmosphere is 

chaotic and 

overwhelming.    

There is no escape 

from the 

intimidation. 

“Richard 

Parker? 

Richard 

Parker?” 

repetition 

questions  

Pi is attempting to 

find Richard 

Parker. 

He is afraid that he 

is lost and 

desperate to see 

him. 

He needs him for 

support and does 

not want to be 

alone. 

 

Highlight all the examples of developed analysis you have used in your responses to the 

TEST task.  


