
  

Focus:  To improve you must ensure your analysis of language and structure is focused 

and precise. 

THERAPY: 

Look at the key features chosen by a student from this extract from ‘A Life of Pi’ by Yann 

Martel.  It is about a boy who is desperately trying to save a tiger named Richard Parker, 

after a ship sinks. Change the vague analysis to precise and focused analysis. 

 

Language or 

Structural Feature 

Vague Analysis Precise Analysis 

(L) “Everything was 

screaming” 

The use of sound creates a 

great image. 

 

(S) Switch in focus 

from the setting to the 

character’s speech 

We focus on the character 

and it tells us how he is 

feeling. 

 

(L) “struggling to stay 

at the surface” 

This tells us about the tiger 

and creates a clear 

picture of him. 

 

(S) The extract ends 

with short, simple 

sentences. 

This creates a mood and 

makes the reader want to 

read on. 

 

 

Challenge: Find examples of language and structure in the book you are reading. Note 

down at least 10, along with their precise effect.   

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TEST: 

 

Task:  Write full answers to the following questions, using precise and focused analysis of 

quotations, avoiding any vague comments about language or structure. 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE REVISION 

The ship sank. It made a sound like a monstrous metallic burp. Things bubbled at the surface and then vanished. 

Everything was screaming: the sea, the wind, my heart. From the lifeboat I saw something in the water. 

I cried, "Richard Parker, is that you? It's so hard to see. Oh, that this rain would stop! Richard Parker? Richard 

Parker? Yes, it is you!" 

I could see his head. He was struggling to stay at the surface of the water. 

"Jesus, Mary, Muhammad and Vishnu, how good to see you, Richard Parker! Don't give up, please. Come to the 

lifeboat. Do you hear this whistle? TREEEEEE! TREEEEEE! TREEEEEE! You heard right. Swim, swim! You're a 

strong swimmer. It's not a hundred feet." 

He had seen me. He looked panic-stricken. He started swimming my way. The water about him was shifting 

wildly. He looked small and helpless. 



1. How does the writer use language to present the characters? [8] 

2. How does the writer use structure to interest you as a reader? [8] 

3. A student said: “This is a worrying situation for everyone involved. I feel like I am 

there with Pi, desperate to save Richard Parker.” To what extent do you agree? [20] 

 

 

Challenge: Offer relevant alternative ideas for some quotations. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

SELF REVIEW: 

Check your answers to the THERAPY section against the ones in the table below: 

Language or Structural 

Feature 

Vague Analysis Precise Analysis 

(L) “Everything was 

screaming” 

The use of sound 

creates a great image. 

The auditory image creates a 

loud, chaotic scene in which 

everything appears distressed. 

(S) Switch in focus from 

the setting to the 

character’s speech 

We focus on the 

character and it tells us 

how he is feeling. 

As the reader knows how horrific 

the ship sinking is, the switch to the 

character allows us to empathise 

with his distress, as we know what 

he is facing. 

(L) “struggling to stay at 

the surface” 

This tells us about the 

tiger and creates a 

clear picture of him. 

The verb “struggling” reveals how 

difficult his task is; he is having to 

make a huge effort to stay alive 

(S) The extract ends with 

short, simple sentences. 

This creates a mood 

and makes the reader 

want to read on. 

The sentence structures create a 

fast pace and tension builds, 

which adds to the description of 

him as “helpless”. The reader is 

anxious to know whether he will 

survive. 

 

Highlight all the examples of precise analysis you have used in your responses to the TEST 

question.  

The ship sank. It made a sound like a monstrous metallic burp. Things bubbled at the surface and then vanished. 

Everything was screaming: the sea, the wind, my heart. From the lifeboat I saw something in the water. 

I cried, "Richard Parker, is that you? It's so hard to see. Oh, that this rain would stop! Richard Parker? Richard 

Parker? Yes, it is you!" 

I could see his head. He was struggling to stay at the surface of the water. 

"Jesus, Mary, Muhammad and Vishnu, how good to see you, Richard Parker! Don't give up, please. Come to the 

lifeboat. Do you hear this whistle? TREEEEEE! TREEEEEE! TREEEEEE! You heard right. Swim, swim! You're a 

strong swimmer. It's not a hundred feet." 

He had seen me. He looked panic-stricken. He started swimming my way. The water about him was shifting 

wildly. He looked small and helpless. 


