
  

Focus:  To improve you must use creative and varied sentence structures for effect. 

THERAPY: 

TASK: Write an example for each of the sentence structures below: 

 Simple (one clause; one main verb) 

 Compound (two main clauses joined by a conjunction (and, but or or) 

 Complex (contains one or more subordinate clauses) 

 Compound-complex (contains two main clauses and at least one subordinate 

clause) 

 Minor (can be understood as a unit of meaning but might be missing a main verb)  

 

TASK 2:  In the following extract, from Hilary Mantel’s ‘Wolf Hall’, the writer uses two 

different sentence structures.  Identify the different structures used and explain their 

effect.  

 

Challenge: Find extracts from novels, in which the writer uses a range of sentence 

structures. Note down their effect. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

TEST: 

 

Write the opening of a story in which someone enjoys being outside.  Use a variety of 

sentence structures. 

OR 

Write a description, as suggested by this picture. Use a variety of sentence structures. 

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE REVISION 

Already you can feel the autumn. You know there will not be many more days like these; so let 

us stand, the horseboys of Wolf Hall swarming around us, Wiltshire and the western counties 

stretching into a haze of blue; let us stand, the king’s hand on his shoulder, Henry’s face 

earnest as he talks his way back through the landscape of the day, the green copses and 

rushing streams, the alders by the water’s edge, the early haze that lifted by nine; the brief 

shower, the small wind that died and settled; the stillness, the afternoon heat. 
 



 

Challenge: Experiment with sentence structure further varying your sentence starters for 

effect. Choose from the following: 

 

 Three adverbs  Slowly, carefully, cautiously, she pushed the door open. 

 Last word, first word It was close. Close enough to sense her. 

 The more, the more The more she listened, the more her hands trembled.  

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

SELF REVIEW: 

Highlight all of the different sentence structures you have used in different colours. Check 

you have used the full range from the list in the therapy section and annotate some 

examples with the effect you wanted to create.  

 


