
  

Focus:  To improve you must use a range of punctuation accurately in your writing.  

THERAPY: 

TASK: Match the punctuation mark to the correct explanation of why you might use it. 

Full stop  In pairs, to separate extra information not essential to an 

understanding of the rest of the sentence (sometimes more informally 

used than brackets). 

Exclamation 

mark 

Used to end a sentence asking a question (an interrogative sentence) 

Question 

Mark 

Used show an unfinished thought.  Also used to show words have been 

taken out of a quotation from a piece of writing. 

Comma Used to show possession (when something belongs to something else) 

or omission (when a letter or letters have been taken away) 

Apostrophe Used in between two clauses closely linked in meaning and could be 

sentences on their own. Also used to separate items in complicated 

lists. 

Speech 

marks 

Used to show speech when people are talking aloud or to themselves. 

Brackets Used in lists, before certain conjunctions, to show an introductory 

clause has been used and to add a clause which includes extra 

information  

Semi-colon Used to add extra information to a sentence. 

Colon Used to introduce an idea or explanation and to introduce 

complicated lists. 

Dash Used to end a sentence showing strong emotion e.g. shock, anger, 

excitement  

Ellipsis Used to end a sentence expressing a statement or a command  

 

Challenge: Write a sentence for each punctuation mark, using it accurately. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TEST: 

Task: Read the following extract from ‘Wolf Hall’ by Hilary Mantel and add accurate 

punctuation marks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenge: Write your own opening to a narrative, about a day spent outdoors.  Use the full 

range of punctuation accurately. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE REVISION 

Later Henry will say your girls flew well today the hawk Anne Cromwell bounces on the glove of 

Rafe Sadler who rides by the king in easy conversation they are tired the sun is declining and 

they ride back to Wolf Hall with the reins slack on the necks of their mounts tomorrow his wife 

and two sisters will go out these dead women their bones long sunk in London clay are now 

transmigrated weightless they glide on the upper currents of the air they pity no one 



SELF REVIEW: 

Check your answers to the THERAPY task: 

Full stop Used to end a sentence expressing a statement or a command 

Exclamation 

mark 

Used to end a sentence showing strong emotion e.g. shock, anger, excitement 

Question 

Mark 

Used to end a sentence asking a question (an interrogative sentence) 

Comma Used in lists, before certain conjunctions, to show an introductory clause has 

been used and to add a clause which includes extra information 

Apostrophe Used to show possession (when something belongs to something else) or 

omission (when a letter or letters have been taken away) 

Speech 

marks 

Used to show speech when people are talking aloud or to themselves. 

Brackets Used to add extra information to a sentence. 

Semi-colon Used in between two clauses closely linked in meaning and could be 

sentences on their own. Also used to separate items in complicated lists. 

Colon Used to introduce an idea or explanation and to introduce complicated lists. 

Dash In pairs, to separate extra information not essential to an understanding of the 

rest of the sentence (sometimes more informally used than brackets).  

Ellipsis Used show an unfinished thought.  Also used to show words have been taken 

out of a quotation from a piece of writing. 

 

Check your answers to the TEST, using the corrected extract below.  

 

Finally, highlight all the punctuation marks in your own writing and check their accuracy 

against the table above.  

Later, Henry will say, ‘Your girls flew well today.’  The hawk Anne Cromwell bounces on the 

glove of Rafe Sadler, who rides by the king in easy conversation. They are tired; the sun is 

declining, and they ride back to Wolf Hall with the reins slack on the necks of their mounts. 

Tomorrow his wife and two sisters will go out. These dead women, their bones long sunk in 

London clay, are now transmigrated. Weightless, they glide on the upper currents of the air. 

They pity no one. 


