
  

Focus:  To improve you must comment on the effects of the writer’s choices of language 

and structure. 

THERAPY: 

As well as identifying important examples of language use and structural features, you 

must consider the effect the writer intended to have on the reader when they chose to 

use them. To analyse effects precisely, you could write about: 

- A particular image that is created 

- A certain mood or atmosphere established 

- A key idea that is revealed to the reader 

- A particular emotion felt by the reader 

Read the extract and fill in the table below, thinking about the effect of the chosen 

language or structural feature: 

 

Language/structural 

feature 

Writer’s method Effect 

L: “dense, white fog” Adjectives, pathetic 

fallacy  

 

L: “banked itself up 

like a wall on that 

side” 

Simile   

L: “muttered 

impatiently” 

Sensory imagery 

(auditory), adverb  

 

S: “drifting closer and 

closer” 

Development of 

adverse weather 

description 

 

S: “muttered 

impatiently… 

stamped his feet in 

his impatience” 

Repetition / pattern 

of character 

emotion described 

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE REVISION 

I have said that over the great Grimpen Mire there hung a dense, white fog. It was drifting slowly in our direction, 

and banked itself up like a wall on that side of us, low, but thick and well defined. The moon shone on it, and it 

looked like a great shimmering ice-field, with the heads of the distant tors as rocks borne upon its surface. 

Holmes's face was turned towards it, and he muttered impatiently as he watched its sluggish drift. 

Every minute that white woolly plain which covered one half of the moor was drifting closer and closer to the 

house. Already the first thin wisps of it were curling across the golden square of the lighted window. The farther 

wall of the orchard was already invisible, and the trees were standing out of a swirl of white vapour. As we 

watched it the fog-wreaths came crawling round both corners of the house and rolled slowly into one dense 

bank, on which the upper floor and the roof floated like a strange ship upon a shadowy sea. Holmes struck his 

hand passionately upon the rock in front of us and stamped his feet in his impatience. 



 

Challenge: Find other examples of language and structural features in the extract and 

analyse their effect.   

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TEST: 

 

Task:  

Using your ideas from the therapy task, answer the following questions, ensuring you 

include the effect of features in every paragraph you write. 

 

1. How does the writer use language to present the setting? [8] 

2. How does the writer use structure to interest you as a reader? [8] 

3. A student said: “The setting is a mysterious one. It’s almost as if the weather wants to 

stop the men from completing their task, and they realise this.” To what extent do 

you agree? [20] 

 

 

 

Challenge: Offer relevant alternative ideas for some quotations. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

SELF REVIEW: 

Check your answers to the THERAPY section against the ones in the table below: 

 

 

I have said that over the great Grimpen Mire there hung a dense, white fog. It was drifting slowly in our direction, 

and banked itself up like a wall on that side of us, low, but thick and well defined. The moon shone on it, and it 

looked like a great shimmering ice-field, with the heads of the distant tors as rocks borne upon its surface. 

Holmes's face was turned towards it, and he muttered impatiently as he watched its sluggish drift. 

Every minute that white woolly plain which covered one half of the moor was drifting closer and closer to the 

house. Already the first thin wisps of it were curling across the golden square of the lighted window. The farther 

wall of the orchard was already invisible, and the trees were standing out of a swirl of white vapour. As we 

watched it the fog-wreaths came crawling round both corners of the house and rolled slowly into one dense 

bank, on which the upper floor and the roof floated like a strange ship upon a shadowy sea. Holmes struck his 

hand passionately upon the rock in front of us and stamped his feet in his impatience. 

"If he isn't out in a quarter of an hour the path will be covered. In half an hour we won't be able to see our hands 

in front of us." 

"Shall we move farther back upon higher ground?" 

"Yes, I think it would be as well." 

So as the fog-bank flowed onward we fell back before it until we were half a mile from the house, and still that 

dense white sea, with the moon silvering its upper edge, swept slowly and inexorably on. 



Language/structural 

feature 

Writer’s method Effect 

L: “dense, white fog” Adjectives, pathetic 

fallacy  

Mysterious atmosphere; unsettling mood as fog 

conceals and hides 

L: “banked itself up 

like a wall on that 

side” 

Simile  The weather is revealed to be an obstacle to 

the men, the “wall” is a hindrance 

L: “muttered 

impatiently” 

Sensory imagery 

(auditory), adverb  

The character is shown to be frustrated and 

irritable 

S: “drifting closer and 

closer” 

Development of 

adverse weather 

description 

Creates an unsettling mood and an intimidating 

image of the weather as it approaches in a 

daunting way 

S: “muttered 

impatiently… 

stamped his feet in 

his impatience” 

Repetition / pattern 

of character 

emotion described 

Emphasises the frustration of the character, 

shows his increasing annoyance as his 

impatience is highlighted again 

 

Highlight all the examples of effects of features you have included in your responses to 

the TEST question.  


