
  

Focus:  To improve you must use appropriate textual detail to support your response. 

THERAPY: 

When choosing quotations to support your ideas, you must remember: 

1. Your quotation must support the point you have made, which must clearly focus on 

the task 

2. Your quotation should be short enough to allow for focused analysis 

3. You quotation should contain a word/phrase/device to analyse in detail 

TASK: Look at the following student’s use of quotations, used to answer the question 

below. What advice would you give to the student? 

How does the writer use language to present the three men being described by the main 

character? 

 

1. The man seem very mysterious. The writer tells us “He hadn’t a face, only a hundred 

masks that he could assume when he pleased. That chap must have been a superb actor. 

Perhaps he had been Lord Alloa of the night before; perhaps not; it didn’t matter,” which 

suggests he might be hiding things. 

2. The men are violent but the narrator “went on playing”. 

3. The narrator tells the reader that one of the men is “plump”. 

 
 

Challenge: Rewrite the sentences, using the three criteria above. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE REVISION 

The three faces seemed to change before my eyes and reveal their secrets. The young one was the 

murderer. Now I saw cruelty and ruthlessness, where before I had only seen good humour. His knife, I 

made certain, had skewered Scudder to the floor. His kind had put the bullet in Karolides.  

 

The plump man’s features seemed to dislimn, and form again, as I looked at them. He hadn’t a face, 

only a hundred masks that he could assume when he pleased. That chap must have been a superb 

actor. Perhaps he had been Lord Alloa of the night before; perhaps not; it didn’t matter. I wondered if 

he was the fellow who had first tracked Scudder, and left his card on him. Scudder had said he lisped, 

and I could imagine how the adoption of a lisp might add terror. 

 

But the old man was the pick of the lot. He was sheer brain, icy, cool, calculating, as ruthless as a steam 

hammer. Now that my eyes were opened I wondered where I had seen the benevolence. His jaw was 

like chilled steel, and his eyes had the inhuman luminosity of a bird’s. I went on playing, and every 

second a greater hate welled up in my heart. It almost choked me, and I couldn’t answer when my 

partner spoke. Only a little longer could I endure their company. 



 

TEST: 

Task:  

Write a full answer to the following: 

 

How does the writer use language to present the three men being described by the main 

character? 

 

Challenge: Look back at your last Paper 1 assessment. Rewrite questions 2 to 4, using 

evidence from the text to improve your marks. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

SELF REVIEW: 

Look at the advice about the student’s use of quotations in the THERAPY section and 

compare it to your own ideas. 

1. The quotation is too long, which will make precise analysis of language difficult. 

2. The quotation does not support the point and it is not relevant to the task. 

3. It will be difficult to analyse this adjective in detail. There are much more interesting 

words and techniques to choose about the men. 

Highlight all the quotations you have used in your response to the TEST question. 


