
  

Focus:  To improve you must use a range of vocabulary and linguistic devices for effect. 

THERAPY: 

In the exam, your writing is divided into two parts: 

• AO5 content and organisation (out of 24 marks) 

• AO6 technical accuracy (out of 16 marks) 

One part of AO5 is that your vocabulary is clearly chosen for effect and you use 

appropriate linguistic devices. 

Task: Complete the tables below. 

Word Class 

 

Definition 

 

Examples 

 

Your examples 

 

Noun 

 

Names of objects,  

people, places, feelings 

chair, John, 

happiness 

 

 

Adjective 

 

A word that describes  

a noun 

delicate, dark 

 

 

Verb 

 

Shows actions or states of 

being 

leapt, sleeping 

 

 

Adverb 

 

Adds detail to verbs 

 

majestically, always 

 

 

Pronoun 

 

Words that can take  

the place of nouns 

you, his 

 

 

 

Descriptive, 

linguistic 

device 

 

Definition 

 

Example 

 

Your example 

 

Simile 

 

Comparing one thing to 

another, using the words ‘like’ 

or ‘as’ 

They swam as 

vivaciously as playful 

dolphins. 

 

Metaphor 

 

Directly comparing one thing 

to another  

The canteen was a 

zoo at feeding time. 

 

Personification 

 

Giving human features or 

actions to non-human things 

The leaves danced on 

the branches of the 

trees. 

 

Onomatopoeia 

 

Using words whose sound 

reflects their meaning 

The ancient bus 

clattered and rattled 

as it rounded the 

bend. 

 

Sensory 

Imagery 

 

Describing what is 

experienced by any of the 

five senses, to create vivid 

pictures in the reader’s mind 

The wind whistled 

outside. 

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE REVISION 



Challenge: Read the extract from ‘Enduring Love’, about people who lose control of a 

hot-air balloon.  Annotate examples of different word classes and techniques with 

accurate terminology and ideas about their effects. 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TEST: 

Task:  Write a description as suggested by the picture below. Focus on using a range of 

vocabulary and linguistic devices to enhance your description. 

 

Plan carefully before you begin. 

 

 
Challenge: Rewrite your piece, improving your use of vocabulary and devices. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

SELF REVIEW: 

Highlight all the examples of complex, engaging vocabulary and linguistic devices you 

have used in your response to the TEST question.  

A mighty fist of wind socked the balloon in two rapid blows, one-

two, the second more vicious than the first. It jerked Gadd right 

out of the basket on to the ground, and with Gadd's 

considerable weight removed from the equation, it lifted the 

balloon five feet or so, straight into the air. The rope ran through 

my grip, scorching my palms, but I managed to keep hold, with 

two feet of line spare, The others kept hold too. The basket was 

right above our heads now, and we stood with arms upraised 

like Sunday bell ringers. Into our amazed silence, before the 

shouting could resume, the second punch came and knocked 

the balloon up and westwards. Suddenly we were treading the 

air with all our weight in the grip of our fists. 


