
  

Focus:  To improve you must make a clear and relevant response that focuses on the 

question. 

THERAPY: 

You must be clear about the requirements of each question in Section A of the Paper 1 

English Language exam. 

TASK: Match the question number to its explanation. 

Q1  This question will ask you how the writer uses language to present a 

particular character, setting or idea. I need to focus on the words, 

phrases, techniques and sentence types used by the writer and 

analyse their effect. This question is worth eight marks. 

Q2 

 

This question will ask me to look at the whole source, then write about 

how the writer has used structure to interest the reader. I need to focus 

on structure, not language, and write about the effect of structural 

features. This question is worth eight marks. 

Q3 I need to read the question carefully for line numbers and a focus, 

then list four clear pieces of information next to bullet points.  This 

question is worth four marks 

Q4 For this question, I need to read a statement that has been made 

about one part of the source. Focusing on this statement, I need to 

evaluate the source, supporting my ideas using evidence and 

analysing writer’s methods. This question is worth 20 marks. 

 

Challenge: Check your answers to the questions in your last Paper 1 assessment. Did you 

stick to these requirements for each of the Section A questions? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TEST: 

Task: Answer the following questions about the extract, thinking very carefully about the 

requirements of each question. 

 

Q1) Read lines 12 to 14. What four things do we learn about Gandalf? 

Q2) Read lines 29 to the end. How does the writer use language to present the hobbit? 

Q3) Look at the whole source. How does the wrier use structure to interest you as a 

reader? 

Q4) A student read lines 12 to the end and said: “Bilbo seems quite unwelcoming in these 

lines. He clearly does not want Gandalf to be there.” To what extent do you agree? 
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Challenge: Find your own extract from a novel and try to make up your own Paper 1 

style questions. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

By some curious chance one morning long ago in the quiet of the world, when there 

was less noise and more green, and the hobbits were still numerous and prosperous, and Bilbo 

Baggins was standing at his door after breakfast smoking an enormous long wooden pipe that 

reached nearly down to his woolly toes (neatly brushed)—Gandalf came by. Gandalf! If you 

had heard only a quarter of what I have heard about him, and I have only heard very little of 

all there is to hear, you would be prepared for any sort of remarkable tale. Tales and 

adventures sprouted up all over the place wherever he went, in the most extraordinary fashion. 

He had not been down that way under The Hill for ages and ages, not since his friend the Old 

Took died, in fact, and the hobbits had almost forgotten what he looked like. He had been 

away over The Hill and across The Water on businesses of his own since they were all small 

hobbit-boys and hobbit-girls. 

All that the unsuspecting Bilbo saw that morning was an old man with a staff. He had a 

tall pointed blue hat, a long grey cloak, a silver scarf over which his long white beard hung 

down below his waist, and immense black boots. 

“Good Morning!” said Bilbo, and he meant it. The sun was shining, and the grass was 

very green. But Gandalf looked at him from under long bushy eyebrows that stuck out further 

than the brim of his shady hat. 

“What do you mean?” he said. “Do you wish me a good morning, or mean that it is a 

good morning whether I want it or not; or that you feel good this morning; or that it is a morning 

to be good on?” 

“All of them at once,” said Bilbo. “And a very fine morning for a pipe of tobacco out of 

doors, into the bargain. If you have a pipe about you, sit down and have a fill of mine! There’s 

no hurry, we have all the day before us!” Then Bilbo sat down on a seat by his door, crossed his 

legs, and blew out a beautiful grey ring of smoke that sailed up into the air without breaking 

and floated away over The Hill. 

“Very pretty!” said Gandalf. “But I have no time to blow smoke-rings this morning. I am 

looking for someone to share in an adventure that I am arranging, and it’s very difficult to find 

anyone.” 

“I should think so—in these parts! We are plain quiet folk and have no use for 

adventures. Nasty disturbing uncomfortable things! Make you late for dinner! I can’t think what 

anybody sees in them,” said our Mr. Baggins, and stuck one thumb behind his braces, and 

blew out another even bigger smoke-ring. Then he took out his morning letters, and began to 

read, pretending to take no more notice of the old man. He had decided that he was not 

quite his sort, and wanted him to go away. But the old man did not move. He stood leaning on 

his stick and gazing at the hobbit without saying anything, till Bilbo got quite uncomfortable 

and even a little cross. 

“Good morning!” he said at last. “We don’t want any adventures here, thank you! You 

might try over The Hill or across The Water.” By this he meant that the conversation was at an 

end. 



SELF REVIEW: 

Check your answers to the THERAPY task:  

Q1  This question will ask you how the writer uses language to present a 

particular character, setting or idea. I need to focus on the words, 

phrases, techniques and sentence types used by the writer and 

analyse their effect. This question is worth eight marks. 

Q2 

 

This question will ask me to look at the whole source, then write about 

how the writer has used structure to interest the reader. I need to focus 

on structure, not language, and write about the effect of structural 

features. This question is worth eight marks. 

Q3 I need to read the question carefully for line numbers and a focus, 

then list four clear pieces of information next to bullet points.  This 

question is worth four marks 

Q4 For this question, I need to read a statement that has been made 

about one part of the source. Focusing on this statement, I need to 

evaluate the source, supporting my ideas using evidence and 

analysing writer’s methods. This question is worth 20 marks. 

 

Highlight all the information in your answers to the TEST section that show you have written 

a relevant response. 


