
  

Focus:  To improve you must vary your sentence starters and structures. 

THERAPY: 

To achieve higher marks in the writing you must vary your sentence structures 

and starters for effect. 

TASK:  

Match the sentence structure to the correct example. 

 

Sentence 

Structure 

 Example 

simple The seagulls swooped like fighter jets and their 

cries unsettled the people below. 

compound Despite their frenetic arm-waving, the tourists 

were unable to stop the brutal seagull attack 

and their picnic was ransacked.  

complex The beach was a scorching furnace. 

compound –

complex 

Destruction and devastation. 

minor The sea was like a glistening jewel, sparkling 

and twinkling under the midday sun. 

 

TASK 2: 

 

Read the student’s description of a beach below and give the student some 

advice on their sentence construction. Have they relied on one type of 

sentence too much? 

 

 

Challenge: Rewrite the student’s description, aiming to use a range of 

sentence structures for effect.  

__________________________________________________________________ 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE REVISION 

Scuttling along the sea-stained sand, crabs of all shapes and sizes frantically 

make their escape from determined rock poolers.  Wielding her flimsy pink net, a 

young girl of around five perches on a boulder, laughing joyously as she scatters 

shrimp and prawns alike. 

Staring happily at his collection of shells, a young boy laughs as the waves 

lap at his feet.  Ice cream in hand, his mother watches him lazily from under the 

cheap, colourful umbrella.   
 



TEST: 

 

Plan and write a description of the image below. Focus on your use of a 

range of sentence structures and starters. 

 

 
 

Challenge: Find a description of a setting and consider how and why the 

writer has varied their sentence structures and starters. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

SELF REVIEW: 

Check your response to THERAPY Task against the table below:   

Sentence 

Structure 

 Example 

simple The seagulls swooped like fighter jets and their 

cries unsettled the people below. 

compound Despite their frenetic arm-waving, the tourists 

were unable to stop the brutal seagull attack 

and their picnic was ransacked.  

complex The beach was a scorching furnace. 

compound –

complex 

Destruction and devastation. 

minor The sea was like a glistening jewel, sparkling 

and twinkling under the midday sun. 

 

Annotate the different sentence types you have used in your writing, using 

the terminology in the table above. Highlight all your sentence starters. 

Check that you have used a range for both structures and starters. 



 


