
  

Focus:  You must use paragraphs effectively to organise your ideas. 

THERAPY: 

Think ‘TiPToP’ when deciding to start a new paragraph.  Start a new 

paragraph every time you change Time, Place, Topic or Person. 

TASK 1:  

Read the following extract from The Thirty-Nine Steps by John Buchnan.  Add 

a // where you think a new paragraph should have been used. 

 

TASK 2:  

Note down the focus of each of the paragraphs you found in the extract 

above. Consider when the writer has decided to start a new paragraph and 

why. 

 

Challenge: Add to the narrative, writing the next three paragraphs and 

remembering TiPToP. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

TEST: 

 

Plan and write a response to one of the following: 

 Write the opening of a short story about someone who does not want to 

be found or noticed. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE REVISION 

That was one of the hardest jobs I ever took on. My shoulder and arm ached, 

and I was so sick and giddy that I was always on the verge of falling. But I 

managed it somehow. By the use of out-jutting stones and gaps in the masonry 

and a tough ivy root I got to the top in the end. Then I proceeded to go off into 

an old- fashioned swoon. I woke with a burning head and the sun glaring in my 

face. For a long time I lay motionless, for those horrible fumes seemed to have 

loosened my joints and dulled my brain. Sounds came to me from the house – 

men speaking throatily and the throbbing of a stationary car. They were looking 

for something, and moved towards the mill. Then one of them caught sight of 

the wisp of cloth on the nail, and cried out to the other. They both went back to 

the house, and brought two more to look at it. I saw the figure of my late 

captor, and I thought I made out the man with the lisp. After half an hour they 

had completely ransacked the mill. They had kicked over the barrels and pulled 

up the rotten planking. Then they had come outside, to argue fiercely. 

 



That was one of the hardest jobs I ever took on. My shoulder and arm ached, and I 

was so sick and giddy that I was always on the verge of falling. But I managed it 

somehow. By the use of out-jutting stones and gaps in the masonry and a tough ivy 

root I got to the top in the end. Then I proceeded to go off into an old- fashioned 

swoon.  

I woke with a burning head and the sun glaring in my face. For a long time I lay 

motionless, for those horrible fumes seemed to have loosened my joints and dulled 

my brain.  

Sounds came to me from the house – men speaking throatily and the throbbing of 

a stationary car. They were looking for something, and moved towards the mill. 

Then one of them caught sight of the wisp of cloth on the nail, and cried out to the 

other. They both went back to the house, and brought two more to look at it. I saw 

the figure of my late captor, and I thought I made out the man with the lisp. 

After half an hour they had completely ransacked the mill. They had kicked over 

the barrels and pulled up the rotten planking. Then they had come outside, to 

argue fiercely. 

 

 Write the opening of a 

short story about a place that 

is destroyed. 

 Write a description as 

suggested by the 

photograph on the left. 

 

 

 

Challenge: Experiment with 

different paragraph lengths, 

using short paragraphs for 

impact. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

SELF REVIEW: 

Check your answers to the THERAPY task: 

1. Main character describes his pain, movements and fainting 

2. Main character wakes up later and describes lying still (TIME shift) 

3. Sounds and sights of other men described (PERSON shift)  

4. Half an hour later and description of the mill being raided (TIME shift) 

 

Read through your response to the TEST section carefully. Have you followed 

the TiPToP rule? Annotate your work with the reason(s) why you started a new 

paragraph.  

1. 

2. 

 

3. 

4. 


