
  

Focus:  To improve you must use a range of sophisticated and precise 

vocabulary. 

THERAPY: 

To achieve the highest marks in writing, you must use extensive and ambitious 

vocabulary.  

TASK:  

Read the extract from ‘Frankenstein’ and underline any examples of 

ambitious vocabulary. Note down any words you are unsure of and their 

meanings. 

 

TASK 2: 

 

Next, look at this student’s piece of writing and rewrite it, improving their 

vocabulary by changing and adding words. 

 

Challenge: Continue the student’s narrative, focusing on aiming for extensive 

and ambitious vocabulary choices.  

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

TEST: 

 

Complete one of the writing tasks below. Focus on your use of extensive and 

ambitious vocabulary. 

 

Either: Write the opening of a story about someone who goes on a difficult 

journey. 

 

Or: Write a description as suggested by the image below. 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE REVISION 

As I walked on, from time to time I touched Hendrik’s letter against my chest, to 

reassure myself that it was still there. Without the hope that the letter gave me, I 

might have given up and sat in the snow at the side of the road forever. 
 

I continued walking in this manner for some time, endeavouring, by bodily 

exercise, to ease the load that weighed upon my mind. I traversed the streets, 

without any clear conception of where I was, or what I was doing. My heart 

palpitated in the sickness of fear; and I hurried on with irregular steps, not daring 

to look about me. 



 
 

Challenge: Read a range of challenging fiction and non-fiction texts. As you 

read, note down examples of ambitious vocabulary and keep a note of 

them, with their definitions, in a small notebook for use during writing tasks. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

SELF REVIEW: 

Check your response to THERAPY TASK 2 against this example. Did you have 

any similar or better ideas for vocabulary changes? 

 

In your own writing for the TEST section, highlight examples of ambitious 

vocabulary used. Pick five examples and explain why you have chosen them 

and what effect you wanted to create. 

 

As I stumbled on, from time to time I touched Hendrik’s letter involuntarily 

against my chest, to reassure myself of its presence. Without the grains of hope 

that the letter gave me, I might have sunk into the snow at the side of the road 

and lain there until I lost consciousness. 
 


