
Focus:  To improve you must use a variety of sentence starters and structures. 

THERAPY: 

TASK: Write an example for each of the sentence structures below: 

 Simple (one clause; one main verb) 

 Compound (two main clauses joined by a conjunction (and, but or or) 

 Complex (contains one or more subordinate clauses) 

 Adverb starter (start the sentence with an adverb, - e.g. cautiously,) 

 Preposition starter (start the sentence with a positional word – e.g. 

between) 

 Simile starter (start the sentence with a simile – e.g. Like the sea,)  

 Connective starter (start the sentence with a connective – e.g. 

Consequently,) 

 3x adjective starter (start the sentence with a list of 3 adjectives – e.g. - 

Dark, desolate and disturbing,) 

 

Challenge:  In the following extracts from “Maze Runner,” the writer creates 

tension using a variety of sentence structures.  Identify the different structures 

used and explain their effect 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE REVISION 

He began his new life standing up, surrounded by cold darkness and stale, dusty 

air. 

Metal ground against metal; a lurching shudder shook the floor beneath him. He 

fell down at the sudden movement and shuffled backward on his hands and feet, 

drops of sweat beading on his forehead despite the cool air. His back struck a 

hard metal wall; he slid along it until he hit the corner of the room. Sinking to the 

floor, he pulled his legs up tight against his body, hoping his eyes would soon 

adjust to the darkness. 

With another jolt, the room jerked upward like an old lift in a mine shaft. 

Harsh sounds of chains and pulleys, like the workings of an ancient steel factory, 

echoed through the room, bouncing off the walls with a hollow, tinny whine. The 

lightless elevator swayed back and forth as it ascended, turning the boy's 

stomach sour with nausea; a smell like burnt oil invaded his senses, making him 

feel worse. He wanted to cry, but no tears came; he could only sit there, alone, 

waiting. 

My name is Thomas, he thought. 

That... that was the only thing he could remember about his life. 

 

 



__________________________________________________________________________ 

TEST: 

 

Re-write this extract from Nigel Hinton’s “Buddy,” in which there is a 

description of an eerie setting.  Use a variety of sentence structures and 

starters to convey the sinister feel of the house and to build tension through 

the piece. 

 

Even in the daytime number 56 Croxley Street looked sinister. It was built of 

dark stone that had been stained darker in places where rain had dripped 

down from the broken gutters. From the grey slates of the roof down to the 

ground there was no lightness or colour anywhere. The trees and bushes in 

the garden were a miserable dark green that seemed to swallow up the light. 

Buddy noticed that where the branches of one of the bushes leaned against 

the stone of the house, the leaves had died as though poisoned by its touch. 

The worst thing of all was the boards on the windows. They were what made 

the whole place look so gloomy and lifeless, and anyone could be inside 

peering out through the cracks. 

 

 

Challenge: Continue experimenting with sentence structure further by 

continuing the story, varying your sentence starters for effect. Choose from 

the following: 

 

 Three adverbs  Slowly, carefully, cautiously, she pushed the door open. 

 Last word, first word It was close. Close enough to sense her. 

 The more, the more The more she listened, the more her hands trembled.  

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

SELF REVIEW: 

Highlight all of the different sentence structures you have used in different 

colours. Check you have used the full range from the list in the therapy 

section and annotate some examples with the effect you wanted to create.  


