
  

Focus:  To improve your responses you need to sustain analysis by offering alternative 

interpretations. 

THERAPY: 

When using a quote or reference in your response.  Analyse it in detail by offering alternative 

interpretations as this will show that you have a detailed understanding of the extract and 

the quote. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TEST: 

 

Read the following extract from Lord of the Flies.  It is a story about a group of boys that get 

stranded on a deserted island when their plane crashes; this is a description of the island. 

 

The shore was fledged with palm trees. These stood or leaned or reclined against 

the light and their green feathers were a hundred feet up in the air. The ground 

beneath them was a bank covered with coarse grass, torn everywhere by the 

upheavals of fallen trees, scattered with decaying coconuts and palm saplings. 

Behind this was the darkness of the forest proper and the open space of the scar. 

Ralph stood, one hand against a grey trunk, and screwed up his eyes against the 

shimmering water. Out there, perhaps a mile away, the white surf flinked on a 

coral reef, and beyond that the open sea was dark blue. Within the irregular arc 

of coral the lagoon was still as a mountain lake--blue of all shades and shadowy 

green and purple. The beach between the palm terrace and the water was a thin 

stick, endless apparently, for to Ralph's left the perspectives of palm and beach 

and water drew to a point at infinity; and always, almost visible, was the heat. 
 

Complete the following table by finding quotes about the island and offering two alternative 

interpretations about each one.  The first one has been completed for you. 

 

Quote/reference Interpretation 1 Interpretation 2 

“fledged with palm trees” This suggests that the 

island the boys have 

landed on is a tropical 

island. 

It also emphasises that it 

is natural and should 

contain the things they 

need to survive.  

 

 

This suggests …. It also emphasises …. 

 
 

This suggests …. It also emphasises …. 

 
 

This suggests …. It also emphasises …. 

 
 

This suggests …. It also emphasises …. 

 
 

This suggests …. It also emphasises …. 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE REVISION 



Challenge:  Look back through your analytical responses and identify where you 

could have developed your analysis by writing alternative meanings. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

SELF REVIEW: 

Reread your responses.  Have you provided at least two suggestions about the 

word/quote?  

From the description of the island, do you think the boys will be able to survive? 

 


