
  

Focus:  To improve you must comment on the writer’s methods. 

THERAPY: 

As part of your response, you need to identify the methods used by a writer.  This isn’t 

enough, you also have to analyse the effect or effects that are created each one. 

TASK: Write the definition for each of the following methods used by Dickens: 

• list  

• harsh verbs  

• alliteration/sibilance 

• simile 

• repetition  

• contrast 

 

Challenge: Find examples in the novel for each of these methods and explain why Dickens 

has used them. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TEST: 

Read the introduction of Scrooge. 

 

1) Annotate the methods that Dickens uses and explain the effects of each one. 

2) Write a response to the question: How is Scrooge presented at the beginning? 

 

 

Oh!  But he was a tight-fisted hand at the grind- stone, Scrooge! a squeezing, 

wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching, covetous, old sinner!  Hard and sharp as 

flint, from which no steel had ever struck out generous fire; secret, and self-

contained, and solitary as an oyster.  The cold within him froze his old features, 

nipped his pointed nose, shrivelled his cheek, stiffened his gait; made his eyes red, 

his thin lips blue and spoke out shrewdly in his grating voice.  A frosty rime was on his 

head, and on his eyebrows, and his wiry chin.  He carried his own low temperature 

always about with him; he iced his office in the dogdays; and didn't thaw it one 

degree at Christmas. 

External heat and cold had little influence on Scrooge.  No warmth could warm, no 

wintry weather chill him.  No wind that blew was bitterer than he, no falling snow was 

more intent upon its purpose, no pelting rain less open to entreaty.  Foul weather 

didn't know where to have him.  The heaviest rain, and snow, and hail, and sleet, could 

boast of the advantage over him in only one respect.  They often "came down" 

handsomely, and Scrooge never did.  

 

 

 

ENGLISH LITERATURE REVISION 



SELF REVIEW: 

Highlight the methods you have identified in your response.  

Then in a different colour highlight the comments on the effects of each method. 


