
 
 

1 

 

 
 

FOCUS:  To improve you must sustain your critical response exploring the question and whole 

text. 

 

THERAPY: 

Developing Your Response 

 

Knowing the text is not enough to help you access the middle and higher bands in the 

examination. You also need to be able to demonstrate your understanding of how themes 

and ideas develop, as well as showing a personal response to what you have read. In the 

examination you are answering the same question as the other students in your year, but 

your response will be unique. This doesn’t mean that you say whether you like or dislike 

something in the text; it means that you have to explain HOW ideas are presented. The 

examiner also has to be convinced that your explanation is relevant and can be grounded 

in the text. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TASK: 

 

In the following task you are going to start thinking about how themes and ideas are 

presented in A Christmas Carol and how they develop or change. Your notes in the second 

column form your response to the theme or idea. In the final column you need to add quotes 

to support your response. 

 

An example has been included. 

Theme/idea WHAT HAPPENS THROUGHOUT THE 

NOVEL 

QUOTATIONS/REFERENCES TO 

SUPPORT 

Isolation 

 

At the beginning of the novel Scrooge is 

isolated from society- his views are very 

different such as opinions on Christmas. 

He lives alone and seems to enjoy it. 

“Solitary” is repeated- even as a child he is 

alone and neglected by his family. 

There are times when he has opportunities 

to be part of society (e.g. Fezziwig and 

Belle) but money overtakes him. 

Comparison between Scrooge and Bob 

Cratchit who is poor but happy as he has his 

family around him.  At the end Scrooge goes 

to Fred’s for Christmas dinner showing that 

he no longer alone and fully changed. 

When he visits the lighthouse in Stave 3, 

people are isolated but community and 

friendship is shown as essential. 

"Scrooge took his melancholy dinner 

in his usual melancholy tavern;" 

"A solitary child. neglected by his 

friends, is left there still." 

“another idol has displaced me” 

"there stood a solitary lighthouse."  

Greed 
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Christmas 

 

  

Compassion    

Social 

injustice 

 

  

Family 

 

  

Consequences 

 

  

Time 

 

  

Redemption  

 

  

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SELF REVIEW: 

Create revision cards for each of the key themes; include information from the whole novel, 

context and precise quotes.  Ensure you include information about Dickens’ message. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


