
  

Focus:  To improve you must analyse the effects of language precisely. 

THERAPY: 

When commenting on the effect of the writer’s methods, avoid vague phrases such as “it 

puts an image in the reader’s mind” or “it makes the reader want to read on.” You should 

focus on what the piece makes you imagine, think, feel or question. 

 

TASK: 

Look at the key words from this description of Nailer’s actions and change the vague 

analysis to more precise analysis. 

 

Word / phrase Vague Analysis Precise Analysis 

“clambered… 

scrambled” 

This creates an image 

of the character as 

he moves. 

These verbs demonstrate that his 

movements take a huge amount of effort 

and create an image of the boy moving 

with difficulty.  

“tugging… 

yanking” 

This shows us what the 

boy is doing. 

 

 

 

“ancient 

asbestos fibers” 

This tells us about the 

setting. 

 

 

 

“deeper” This makes the reader 

want to read on. 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenge: Find an example of a description of a character’s actions in the book you are 

reading. Analyse three key words or phrases precisely to show how their actions are 

presented, avoiding vague analysis. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TEST: 

 

Task: Read the following extract from Ship Breaker by Paolo Bacigalupi and answer the 

following questions: 

 

1) How does the writer use language to present the character of Nailer? 

2) How does the writer use structure to interest you as a reader?  

 

 

 

ENGLISH REVISION 

Nailer clambered through a service duct, tugging at copper wire and yanking it free. 

Ancient asbestos fibers and mouse grit puffed up around him as the wire tore loose. He 

scrambled deeper into the duct, jerking more wire from its aluminum staples. 
 



 

Challenge: Find a description of an interesting character (about 250 words) and answer the 

same two questions. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

SELF REVIEW: 

Highlight all the examples of precise analysis you have included.   

Ideas you could have included (not a complete list): 

1.  Language: 

The adverb “eagerly” implies he is keen to get the job done and might be in a rush 

to finish it.  

 The image of the “grime and salt” on his face suggests how hard and energetically 

he has been working. 

 The adjective “scarred” to describe his hand suggests he has been hurt doing 

dangerous jobs like this. 

 

2. Structure: 

The writer begins with a description of action, with Nailer “clamber[ing]”, making 

them immediately appreciate how difficult Nailer’s task is.  

 He repeats the action of Nailer “yanking” which makes the job seem repetitive to 

the reader. 

 He switches in focus to the “blind blackness” and “darkness” of the setting later, to 

add to the difficult situation Nailer finds himself in and to make the reader anxious 

for his safety.  

Nailer clambered through a service duct, tugging at copper wire and yanking it free. Ancient 

asbestos fibers and mouse grit puffed up around him as the wire tore loose. He scrambled 

deeper into the duct, jerking more wire from its aluminum staples. The staples pinged about the 

cramped metal passage like coins offered to the Scavenge God, and Nailer felt after them 

eagerly, hunting for their dull gleam and collecting them in a leather bag he kept at his waist. 

He yanked again at the wiring. A meter’s worth of precious copper tore loose in his hands and 

dust clouds enveloped him. 

 

The LED glowpaint smeared on Nailer’s forehead gave a dim green phosphorescent view of 

the service ducts that made up his world. Grime and salt sweat stung his eyes and trickled 

around the edges of his filter mask. With one scarred hand, he swiped at the salty rivulets, 

careful to avoid rubbing off the LED paint. The paint itched and drove him crazy, but he didn’t 

relish finding his way back out of the mazelike ducts in blind blackness, so he let his forehead 

itch and again surveyed his position. 

 

Rusty pipes ran ahead of him, disappearing into darkness. Some iron, some steel — heavy crew 

would be the ones to deal with that. Nailer only cared about the light stuff — the copper 

wiring, the aluminum, the nickel, the steel clips that could be sacked and dragged out through 

the ducts to his light crew waiting outside. 


