
  

Focus:  To improve you must use creative and varied sentence structures for 

effect. 

THERAPY: 

TASK: Write an example for each of the sentence structures below: 

• Simple (one clause; one main verb) 

• Compound (two main clauses joined by a conjunction (and, but or or) 

• Complex (contains one or more subordinate clauses) 

• Compound-complex (contains two main clauses and at least one 

subordinate clause) 

• Minor (can be understood as a unit of meaning but might be missing a 

main verb)  

 

Challenge:  In the following extracts, from Susan Hill’s ‘A Woman in Black’, the 

writer creates tension using a variety of sentence structures.  Identify the 

different structures used and explain their effect.  

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

TEST: 

 

Write the opening of a story in which someone finds themselves in a 

frightening situation.  Use a variety of sentence structures to convey the 

feelings of the character and to build tension. 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE REVISION 

1. “After a while, I heard the odd sound again.  It seemed to be coming from 

along the passage to my left, at the far end.  But it was still impossible to 

identify.  Very cautiously, listening, hardly breathing, I ventured a few steps in 

that direction.” 

 

2. “I was breathing fast as I ran to the corner and my heart seemed to be 

leaping about madly within me.  My fear reached  a new height, until for a 

minute I thought I would die of it, was dying, for I could not conceive of a 

man’s being able to endure such shocks and starts and remain alive, let alone 

in his right senses.   

The door of the room from which the noise came, the door which had been 

securely locked, so that I had not been able to break it down, the door to 

which there could not be a key – that door was now standing open. Wide 

open.” 

 

 



 

Challenge: Experiment with sentence structure further varying your sentence 

starters for effect. Choose from the following: 

 

• Three adverbs  Slowly, carefully, cautiously, she pushed the door open. 

• Last word, first word It was close. Close enough to sense her. 

• The more, the more The more she listened, the more her hands trembled.  

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

SELF REVIEW: 

Highlight all of the different sentence structures you have used in different 

colours. Check you have used the full range from the list in the therapy 

section and annotate some examples with the effect you wanted to create.  


