
  

Focus:  To improve you must use the full range of punctuation in your writing.  This must be 

accurate. 

THERAPY: 

TASK: Match the punctuation mark to the correct explanation of why you might use it. 

Full stop  In pairs, to separate extra information not essential to an 

understanding of the rest of the sentence (sometimes more informally 

used than brackets). 

Exclamation 

mark 

Used to end a sentence asking a question (an interrogative sentence) 

Question 

Mark 

Used show an unfinished thought.  Also used to show words have been 

taken out of a quotation from a piece of writing. 

Comma Used to show possession (when something belongs to something else) 

or omission (when a letter or letters have been taken away) 

Apostrophe Used in between two clauses closely linked in meaning and could be 

sentences on their own. Also used to separate items in complicated 

lists. 

Speech 

marks 

Used to show speech when people are talking aloud or to themselves. 

Brackets Used in lists, before certain conjunctions, to show an introductory 

clause has been used and to add a clause which includes extra 

information  

Semi-colon Used to add extra information to a sentence. 

Colon Used to introduce an idea or explanation and to introduce 

complicated lists. 

Dash Used to end a sentence showing strong emotion e.g. shock, anger, 

excitement  

Ellipsis Used to end a sentence expressing a statement or a command  

 

Challenge: Find examples in the book you are reading for each of these. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TEST: 

Task: Read the following extract from a short story and accurate punctuation marks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE REVISION 

Darling she said would you like me to get you some cheese I haven't made any supper 

because its Thursday 

No he said 

If youre too tired to eat out she went on its still not too late theres plenty of meat and stuff in the 

freezer and you can have it right here and not even move out of the chair 

Her eyes waited on him for an answer a smile a little nod but he made no sign 

Anyway she went on Ill get you some cheese and crackers first 

I don't want it Im not hungry he said 

She moved uneasily in her chair her large eyes still watching his face. But you must eat Ill fix it 

anyway and then you can have it or not as you like 

She stood up and placed her sewing on the table by the lamp. 

Sit down he said just for a minute sit  



Challenge: Write your own opening to a narrative about two people who find themselves in a 

difficult situation.  Use the full range of punctuation accurately. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

SELF REVIEW: 

Check your answers to the THERAPY task: 

Full stop Used to end a sentence expressing a statement or a command 

Exclamation 

mark 

Used to end a sentence showing strong emotion e.g. shock, anger, excitement 

Question 

Mark 

Used to end a sentence asking a question (an interrogative sentence) 

Comma Used in lists, before certain conjunctions, to show an introductory clause has 

been used and to add a clause which includes extra information 

Apostrophe Used to show possession (when something belongs to something else) or 

omission (when a letter or letters have been taken away) 

Speech 

marks 

Used to show speech when people are talking aloud or to themselves. 

Brackets Used to add extra information to a sentence. 

Semi-colon Used in between two clauses closely linked in meaning and could be 

sentences on their own. Also used to separate items in complicated lists. 

Colon Used to introduce an idea or explanation and to introduce complicated lists. 

Dash In pairs, to separate extra information not essential to an understanding of the 

rest of the sentence (sometimes more informally used than brackets).  

Ellipsis Used show an unfinished thought.  Also used to show words have been taken 

out of a quotation from a piece of writing. 

 

Check your answers to the TEST, using the corrected extract below.  

 

Finally, highlight all the punctuation marks in your own writing and check their accuracy 

against the table above.  

"Darling" she said. "Would you like me to get you some cheese? I haven't made any supper 

because it's Thursday." 

"No," he said. 

"If you're too tired to eat out," she went on, "it's still not too late. There's plenty of meat and 

stuff in the freezer, and you can have it right here and not even move out of the chair." 

Her eyes waited on him for an answer, a smile, a little nod, but he made no sign. 

"Anyway," she went on, "I'll get you some cheese and crackers first." 

"I don't want it; I’m not hungry," he said. 

She moved uneasily in her chair, the large eyes still watching his face. "But you must eat! I'll 

fix it anyway, and then you can have it or not, as you like." 

She stood up and placed her sewing on the table by the lamp. 

"Sit down," he said. "Just for a minute, sit..." 


