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FOCUS:  To use a range of language features and linguistic devices for effect. 

 

In the exam, your writing is divided into two parts: 

• AO5 content and organisation (out of 24 marks) 

• AO6 technical accuracy (out of 16 marks) 

 

One part of AO5 is that your vocabulary is clearly chosen for effect and you use appropriate 

linguistic devices. 

 

One of the ways we can understand the differences between words and explore how they 

can be used most effectively is to organise them into word classes.   

 

Task 1:  How many word classes do you already know?  Put a tick next to the ones you think 

you could describe confidently.   

 

Word Class Do I know what this is? 

Adjective  

Noun  

Verb  

Adverb  

Pronoun  

Determiner  

 

 

Task 2:  It is important that you understand the word classes so that you can use them 

effectively in your writing.  Read the information in the table below and write your own 

example in the last column. 

 

Word Class Definition Example Your example 

Adjective A word that describes 

a noun 

delicate  

Noun Names of objects, 

people, places, feelings 

London  

Verb Shows actions or states 

of being 

leapt  

Adverb Adds detail to verbs majestically  

Pronoun Words that can take 

the place of nouns 

his  

Determiner Positioned in front of 

nouns to add detail 

the  

 

 

Now do the same for linguistic devices: 

 

Task 3:  How many linguistic devices do you already know?  Put a tick next to the ones you 

think you could describe confidently.   
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Linguistic devices Do I know what this is? 

Simile  

Personification  

Onomatopoeia  

Alliteration  

Repetition  

 

Task 4:  It is important that you understand the linguistics devices so that you can use them 

effectively in your writing.  Read the information in the table below and write your own 

example in the last column. 

 

Word Class Definition Example Your example 

simile A comparison of two 

things using as or like. 

…with flakes of soot 

in it as big as full-

grown snow-flakes-

gone into mourning… 

 

personification An image where an 

inanimate object is given 

human characteristics. 

Lightning danced 

across the sky. 

 

 

onomatopoeia A word that intimates 

the it’s the sound of the 

thing it describes 

Bang, boom  

alliteration The same letter or 

sound at the start of a 

word. 

A raging rhino ran.  

repetition The action of repeating 

something that has 

already been said or 

written. 

Water, water, 

everywhere. 

 

 

 

TEST: 

 

Write a description using this picture as inspiration.  Use the language features and linguistics 

devices we have looked at. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

SELF REVIEW 

Annotate the language features and linguistic devices that you have used. 

What effects have you created? 


