
 

Focus:  To improve you must analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve 

effects and influence readers. 

THERAPY: In both Papers 1 and 2, you are asked to explore the specific effects of the 

language and structural choices of the writer. This means you are being asked to examine 

‘under a microscope’ the writer’s craft and therefore, what the writer is implicitly telling the 

reader.  

 

Challenge: Read the following extract, and complete the table afterwards, focusing on the 

connotations and implied meanings of the writer’s craft.  

 

In the beginning Holland didn’t look like a countryman, not to the men. Without 

looking down at his perforated shoes they could tell at once he was from Sydney. It 

was not one thing, it was everything. 

To those who crossed the street and introduced themselves he offered a soft hand, 

the proverbial fish itching to slip out under the slightest pressure. People didn’t trust 

him. The double smile didn’t help. Only when he was seen to lose his temper over 

something trivial did people begin to trust him. The men walking about either had a 

loose smile, or faces like grains of wheat. And every other one had a fingertip 

missing, a rip in the ear, the broken nose, one eye in a flutter from the flick of the 

fencing wire. As soon as talk moved to the solid ground of old machinery, or pet 

stories about humourless bank managers or the power of certain weeds, it was 

noticed that although Holland looked thoughtful he took no part.  

 

SHORT phrase or key 

word from text. 

(Underline the ‘zoom’ 

word if there is one).  

Connotations (ideas 

we connect with this 

word or phrase) 

Explanation of the impression(s) created 

of Holland  

“It was not one thing, 

it was everything.”  

“Everything” – 

suggests it includes 

every small detail 

about Holland.  

This creates the impression that Holland 

stands out and is out of place amongst 

the other men. The anaphora 

emphasises his juxtaposing position within 

the “countryman’s” society.  

   

ENGLISH LANGUAGE REVISION 



   

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

TEST: 

Question: How does the writer use language and structure to interest the reader? 

 

1) Identify the language and structural features used by the writer. 

2) Analyse the effects of each one. 

 

Challenge: Can you offer multiple alternative ideas for your analysis? 

 

A green hunting cap squeezed the top of the fleshy balloon of a head. The 

green earflaps, full of large ears and uncut hair and the fine bristles that grew in 

the ears themselves, stuck out on either side like turn signals indicating two 

directions at once. Full, pursed lips protruded beneath the bushy black 

moustache and, at their corners, sank into little folds filled with disapproval and 

potato chip crumbs. In the shadow under the green visor of the cap Ignatius J. 

Reilly’s supercilious blue and yellow eyes looked down upon the other people 

waiting under the clock at the D.H. Holmes department store, studying the 

crowd of people for signs of bad taste in dress. Several of the outfits, Ignatius 

noticed, were new enough and expensive enough to be properly considered 

offenses against taste and decency. Possession of anything new or expensive 

only reflected a person’s lack of theology and geometry; it could even cast 

doubts upon one’s soul. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

SELF REVIEW: Highlight in two different colours your analysis of structure and language 

choices. Then, number the different analyses you offer for each piece of evidence linked to 

each structural or language feature. Aim for three analyses per feature.  


