
  Focus:  To improve you must use relevant and sophisticated subject terminology 

to support your views. 

THERAPY: First of all, you must be accurate in your use of subject terminology. You must also 

focus on the more sophisticated aspects of the writer’s craft.  

The more sophisticated language devices include: metaphor, personification, juxtaposition, 

sibilance.  

The more sophisticated structural devices include: detailed exploration of the opening; 

analysis of change in mood, tone, focus; exploration of any metaphorical meaning of the 

structure, and juxtaposition (contrast).   

 

Challenge: Read the following extract, identifying accurately using subject terminology and 

exploring the effect of any of the specific devices above.  

 

Round the corner from the by-street, there was a square of ancient, handsome 

houses, now for the most part decayed from their high estate and let in flats and 

chambers to all sorts and conditions of men; map-engravers, architects, shady 

lawyers and the agents of obscure enterprises. One house, however, second from 

the corner, was still occupied entire; and at the door of this, which wore a great air of 

wealth and comfort, though it was now plunged in darkness except for the fanlight, 

Mr. Utterson stopped and knocked. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

TEST: 

Question: How does the writer use language and structure to interest the reader? 

 

1) Identify the language and structural features used by the writer. 

2) Explain the effects of each one. 

 

Challenge: Can you offer alternative ideas for your analysis? 

 

Dark spruce forest frowned on either side of the frozen waterway. The trees had 

been stripped by a recent wind of their white covering of frost, and they 

seemed to lean toward each other, black and ominous, in the fading light. A 

vast silence reigned over the land. The land itself was a desolation, lifeless, 

without movement, so lone and cold that the spirit of it was not even that of 

sadness. There was a hint in it of laughter, but of a laughter more terrible than 

any sadness — a laughter that was mirthless as the smile of the Sphinx, a 

laughter cold as the frost and partaking of the grimness of infallibility. It was the 

masterful and incommunicable wisdom of eternity laughing at the futility of life 

and the effort of life. It was the Wild, the savage, frozen-hearted Northland Wild. 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

SELF REVIEW: Highlight all of the subject terminology you have used in the TEST.  Check that 

you have used relevant and sophisticated terms. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE REVISION 


