
  

Focus:  To improve you must comment more precisely on the effects of 

writers’ choices of language and structure. 

THERAPY: 

When commenting on the effect of the writer’s method on the reader, avoid 

general phrases such as “it paints a picture in the reader’s mind” or “it 

encourages the reader to read on.” You should focus on what the piece 

makes you think, feel or question. 

TASK: Brainstorm a list of emotions a reader could feel when reading a text, 

consider their reactions to: 

 Characters – their description and movements 

 Setting – description and how you as a reader move through it 

 Opening – what is initially established 

 Ending – what is the overwhelming emotion left when the piece is 

finished 

 

Challenge: Use a thesaurus to look up synonyms for the emotions. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

TEST: 

Question: What are the effects of the description below on the reader? 

Answer in full sentences and remember to support your answers with quotes. 

 

1) What does the reader think about the character? 

2) How do they feel towards the character? 

3) What do they question about the character? 

 

Challenge: Find a description of a setting and practise the same skills. 

 
 

She was horrible. Her face was the colour of a dirty pillowcase, and the corners of 

her mouth glistened with wet, which inched like a glacier down the deep grooves 

enclosing her chin. Old-age liver spots dotted her cheeks, and her pale eyes had 

black pinpoint pupils. Her hands were knobby, and the cuticles were grown up over 

her fingernails. Her bottom plate was not in, and her upper lip protruded; from time 

to time she would draw her nether lip to her upper plate and carry her chin with it. 

This made the wet move faster. 

 

 

SELF REVIEW: Highlight all of the emotions you have used in your response. Do 

you have a range?  
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